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Introduction – Welcome to the Jefferson “Statesmen” Band. You are entering a new year as a member of 

a highly successful band; a band that is compelled to continue that tradition and be a leading program in 

our school, community, and county. It is your responsibility as a member of this band to continue this 

tradition. This band is what you make of it. What you do will determine the quality of organization you 

will have this year and what legacy you will leave for years to come. You are what will make this 

program great. 

Values – 1) Respect 2) Commitment to Excellence 3) Positive Relationships. If you do not share or are 

not willing to share these values with others in the program, the JMS band is not for you. To reach our 

goals of superior performances, it is going to take us working together, working hard, discipline, 

dedication, teamwork, and pride from every individual. To do this, each member must want to learn 

music through playing an instrument and making every effort to improve his/her abilities on a daily basis. 

Music is a wonderful part of life. It is something that we never stop learning. It is also something that can 

have a profound effect on not only the learner, but those listening. Band gives you many experiences 

outside of the daily classroom; it gives relationships. Many of you will have these same great friends for 

many years to come! You have made a very intelligent choice, which will be richly rewarded by 

becoming a part of the Jefferson Middle School Band program. 

Grading - Much of the grading process for band is based on three categories: Participation, Progress (pass-

offs/tests), and Demonstration/Performance (concerts). Students are graded on engagement in learning daily 

(participation), progress through practice, demonstrating what they have learned on a daily, weekly, quarterly, and 

semester basis (tests and performances). Material is based on a “Pass-Off” system in which students demonstrate 

mastery of certain skills. Pass-Offs are given out at the start of each quarter. Grading is as such: 40% Participation, 

30% Pass-Offs, 30% Performance. 

Conduct – Band rehearsal time is very short and important. Time cannot and will not be wasted on disrespect, 

discipline problems, or lack of responsibility. We have a few guiding points that we will use in order to use our time 

efficiently and fully to make our band one we would be proud of. This will be explained in class for students and to 

parents during the parent meetings during the first weeks of school. The #1 word in our program is RESPECT of 

which we will be studying to in order to fully understand how to be self-disciplined. 

Point System – We will be using points as a daily grade in the JMS Band. It is up to the student to earn their daily 

points towards their grade. You must learn this system and keep track just like a bank account as your grade will be 

determined by it. There are many ways to earn and lose points. I am simply a banker of your points. 

1) Daily Rehearsal (class): On time, with instrument, with materials, full actively participating (+4) 

2) Private Lessons/Mentoring – Highly recommended. Each half-hour private lesson either by a professional or 

student teacher (+4) 

3) Working in the band room before/after school for one half-hour when asked by director (+4) 

4) Attending concerts/programs of another musical organization (+4) 

5) Making a 3.5 or higher. Must show director report card (+8) 

6) Performing on your band instrument in church or a civic function (+4). A signed note from director/coordinator 

is required. 

7) Participating in All County Auditions or All State Auditions (+20) 

8) Participating in FBA Solo and Ensemble (+20) 

9) Major cleaning of your instrument (+4). Must have signed note from parent, and will only be given one credit 

per 9 weeks. The instrument must be inspected by director to receive points. 

10) Having food, gum, candy in band room (-4) 

11) Tardiness to any daily rehearsal (-4) 

12) Failure to have proper equipment & materials during rehearsals (-2) 

13) Not participating in class (-4) 

Pass-Offs – Pass-off items may be played live at designated times: before school, during class, or after school. 

Check band room hours posted in band room to see when you may come in and play. 

Tardies – First tardy to class will be a waring and loss of daily points. The second will be a detention. The third will 

result in a referral. 

  



Conduct –The band has responsibilities that other classes do not have – they must perform and represent our school 

before the public. Because of this, we cannot be lenient in our daily conduct rules and expectations. The students are 

expected to abide by our school expectations in each class and off campus events. See the Student Code of Conduct 

for more details. 

Instruments – The local music stores have very reasonable rent-to-own purchase programs for all instruments. Be 

aware of ISOs (Instrument Shaped Objects) and instruments sold on Amazon/Discount Stores – you will be 

throwing away your money! The director will provide a list of quality but affordable instrument options. If there is 

no other option, the school has very few instruments to check out to students. The only instruments that are available 

to check out from the school are those you cannot purchase or rent from a local music store. If it is necessary for a 

student to rent one of these, there will be a yearly fee for maintaining the instrument.  

Lockers & Personal Belongings – For the security of all band and district property, only band members have 

permission to enter the band room and locker rooms. Lockers will be issued by the director for the use of band 

materials only. Make sure that you keep your band materials in your locker and keep it tidy at all times. Other 

books or personal belongings should not be left in the band/locker room and WILL BE THROWN OUT at the end 

of each day. Lost locks will be reported to the school’s bookkeeper and the student will need to pay the replacement 

cost. We hold no responsibility for any students’ belongings.  

Music – It is very expensive to provide all the necessary music and books for all the groups at JMS, please be 

extremely careful with all music. All music being taken care of out of the band room music be in a music folder. 

Never fold music. If you lose a book or music, you must replace it at the replacement cost. Sheet music will be 

$1.00 per sheet. The school will provide music folders/binders if needed. Do not keep music or books in your 

music case! 

Uniforms - Each of the performing groups has a uniform. The student must provide the following items. Please get 

them as soon as possible: Black dress pants, black dress socks, black dress shoes, black dress shirt. 

Performances – There are many individuals involved within the band program and we consider each member as an 

important and valuable part of our team. After all the work the students put into preparation for performances, it is 

extremely important for all involved that each student be present and participate in each performance. Therefore, it 

is a requirement for all students to participate in each performance for their group unless the director has given 

special prior permission to be excused. Performances are not an option! We go out of our way to work with parents 

and individuals to avoid conflicts. For the benefit of all the students in the program, please do the same. 

Sometimes it is necessary for the director to make a decision to ask a student to not participate in a performance 

because of the lack of preparation on the part of the student. The director feels that performing in front of people is a 

privilege and an honor. It is a reward for those who are fully prepared to do so. The students are given plenty of 

opportunities both inside and outside of class to fully prepare for each concert. 

Band Funding – There are several costs to running a band program such as: Maintaining equipment/instruments, 

materials, music, books, clinicians/specialists, trips, registration fees, awards, events, etc. When every student 

contributes a small amount, we can use this to help our entire band program. The fundraisers are determined by the 

budget that is set by the director before the beginning of the year. There are several opportunities throughout the 

year for students to raise this money to contribute to their band. Students who have put in their contribution will be 

able to enjoy the benefits of that contribution as well as being eligible for special events and trips. No one is 

excluded from participating in band due to their economic status or inability to pay. 

Band Awards – Each year, the band presents many awards to certain students who meet the requirements for them. 

Some awards are earned through participating in certain events and some are voted on by peers. There are also some 

awards that the director chooses specifically. Requirements for these awards will be posted. Awards will only be 

given to students who have contributed to their fair share.  

With your dedication, discipline, pride, and teamwork, we will have a great year!!! There are many benefits to being 

in band program like ours. I hope that you find this one of the most memorable experiences of your school years. I 

am looking forward to working with you this year. Do your absolute best and you will be greatly rewarded. 

In depth information and other questions may be found on our band’s webpage at JMSBand.wordpress.com 

 

Please sign and return just the bottom of this contract within the first week of school for extra 

credit. Keep the rest of this sheet in your binder. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I have read and understand the Jefferson Middle School 2018-2019 Band Handbook. 

Student Name: ____________________________ Band Class Period: _____________________ 

Student Signature: ________________________________ Date: _____________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________Date: _____________________ 


